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rom “tele-health” to internet radio,
Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) have changed the
way the world operates. The United
Nations and the International

Telecommunication Union (ITU) established the
World Summit on the Information Society
(WSIS) in recognition of the need for a conversa-
tion to address the potential advancements of the
digital revolution and how best to bridge the dig-
ital divide between developed and developing
countries. 

WSIS consists of two phases. Phase I took place in
Geneva, Switzerland, on December 10-12, 2003.
During this meeting, a Declaration of Principles
and a Plan of Action were adopted. Phase II is
scheduled to take place in Tunisia on November

16-18, 2005. Internet governance, financing
mechanisms, and implementing the Plan of
Action will be major topics. Also, WSIS Phase II
will discuss ways to use ICTs to address the digi-
tal divide and achieve the U.N. Millennium
Development Goals.
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In December 2003, the government of Canada
and the Aboriginal Canada Portal and
Connectivity Working Group, in cooperation
with indigenous peoples, the U.N. Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, and other U.N.
agencies helped organize the Global Forum of
Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society
(GFIPIS), which took place in conjunction with
Phase I of WSIS.
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F

hen war breaks out, international
investigators clamor to assess the
human rights situations in the
conflict areas. But these fact-find-
ing missions often fail to consider

the special concerns of indigenous peoples, 
and sometimes put local communities in greater
danger.

Indigenous peoples are responding with their
own conflict resolution methods.

"It is an imperative … that indigenous peoples
define their own research agenda and undertake
studies which they can use to strengthen their
initiatives to bring about peace, resolve and
transform conflicts, and bring about sustainable
development," indigenous peoples declared when
they came together in Manila, Philippines, in
December 2000 for the International Conference
on Conflict Resolution, Peace Building,
Sustainable Development, and Indigenous
Peoples. They wanted to create a concrete

response to a peace-building initiative called for
by Maya activist Rigorberta Menchu years before.
According to the Manila Declaration, an
Independent International Commission of
Indigenous Peoples for Mediation and Conflict
Resolution would document cases of indigenous
peoples in conflict situations and research indige-
nous methods of conflict resolution.

Uwa delegates at the Manila conference asked
that the commission's first project be a fact-find-
ing mission to their home country of Colombia,
where indigenous peoples have been trapped in
the crossfire of a nearly 40-year civil war. It was
during the preparation for this mission that the
commission recognized how important an
indigenous-driven approach would be.

"We realized that many missions have already
been to Colombia, but so far we don't know if
they have even been helpful to indigenous peo-
ples," said Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, director of the 
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This issue of Cultural Survival Voices focuses on 
indigenous peoples in conflict areas and indigenous
women’s struggles and achievements (see page 2).
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With the generous support of
The Christiansen Fund, this
issue of Voices is being trans-
lated into Spanish, French, and
Russian and will be distributed
to indigenous communities
throughout the world.
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